
If you can safely do 
so, place the bird in a 

box with a folded 
towel in the bottom of 

the box. Cover the 
box and place the box 
inside in a quiet, dark 
area. DO NOT FEED 
OR GIVE WATER. 

Call a licensed 
wildlife rehabilitator. 

For larger birds of 
prey or if you cannot 

safely get the bird into 
a box, it is best if you 
can put a recycle bin 

(with holes in the 
bottom) or a 

cardboard box upside 
down over the bird 
and weight the box 

down to keep the bird 
contained until a 

trained bird of prey 
rehabilitator arrives. 
Large birds of prey 

can be dangerous, so 
we do not recommend 

that you attempt to 
handle a large bird of 

prey.
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Birds of prey sometimes eat on the 
ground. When they eat, they 

sometimes extend their wings out 
to hide their food from potential 

competition (this is called 
mantling). If the bird appears to be 
eating or has its head down with 
both wings extended, observe it 
from a distance. If it is eating, do 

not approach it! Birds of prey 
should never be flushed off their 

food. 

I Found a Bird of Prey

Does the bird appear 
to be sick or injured?YES NO

Is the bird fully 
feathered?YES

Is the bird on or 
near the ground?

YES

NO

Has the bird been on 
the ground for less 

than 1 hour?

NO

YES

DO NOT FEED 
OR GIVE 

WATER. Call a 
licensed wildlife 

rehabilitator.

Do you think 
the bird is 
orphaned?

It sounds like the bird is 
probably okay and 

should be left alone. If 
you see any signs that 

the bird is flying 
incorrectly or not 

moving, then it could be 
sick or injured; 

otherwise, if it seems to 
be acting normally, then 

you should leave it 
alone.

NO

DO NOT FEED OR 
GIVE WATER. Call a 

licensed wildlife 
rehabilitator.

YES

NO


